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“Envisions” Reviews

Bass Musician Magazine, 1/12/2007

Reviewer Damian Erskine

"I've been hearing mention of Claudio for some time now online in various bass related forums and networking sites. Italian born Claudio now lives in Frankfurt, Germany (with a 3 year stint at the Berklee College of Music in between). I was pretty excited to receive the new album and get to listening! First, it's a wonderful looking CD. Top notch design and presentation. But.... If you're looking for a new bass-wanker album....this ain't it (thankfully!). Don't get me wrong, the playing is great!.. It's just that (gasp!) musicality and composition seems to be the goal here. ok, sarcasm aside, this is a very nice album. The writing is solid (slightly predictable, but very well done) and the band sounds great. Claudio's playing is very studied and appropriate. He never tries to stand out at the expense of the song, which I love to hear. There may be slightly more bass solos than say, if the CD was put out by the drummer, but other than that, you'd never know this was the bass player's project! I applaud Claudio's musical maturity and look forward to hearing more from him in years to come."

Giovanni Palombo - Ottobre 2006 - Chitarre (IT)

"Un disco fusion che appare subito trascinante e ben suonato, prima esperienza discografica da leader del bassista Claudio Zanghieri, affiancato da alcuni validi musicisti, Cristiano Micalizzi alla batteria, Christian Lohr all'organo Hammond e tastiere varie, Tony Lakatos ai sax. Come accennavo ascoltiamo una fusion molto dinamica come espresso dalla iniziale "Never Alone" che lancia il disco con forte energia, cui segue "Castle March" piú elegante e posata, basata su una accattivante linea melodica portata dal basso. I temi sono asciutti ed essenziali, quello che emerge é il suono compatto del gruppo che troviamo sia nei brani piú mossi che nelle ballad, molti e interessanti gli assoli a cui si alternano il piano acustico e l'organo Hammond, i sax dinamici, il basso che cerca linee liriche e cantabili mantenendo il groove piú corposo nelle strutture ritmiche, groove che é solido ma mai sopra le righe, segno di un mixaggio attento al bilanciamento tra il suono dell'insieme e la libertá espressiva dei singoli. Disco piacevole e di buona musica, ottima prova di Zanghieri che oltre a suonare diversi tipi di basso, elettrico, acustico e synth, firma, arrangia e produce tutti i brani."

Lars Lehman - Bass Professor - April 2006
"Claudio Zanghieri, an italian bassist and Berklee alumni now german resident, leaves a mark with “Envisions”, his first solo effort. You will note his love for electronic beats and refined grooves along with his affinity with jazz improvisation. Tastefully and without frills or tricks Zanghieri grooves and improvises over the first-class sounding compositions, through the use of electric, acoustic and synth basses, various keyboards, Hammond Organ, Piano and Saxophone, reaching a true personal sound. And Claudio has written, arranged and produced the whole thing by himself!”

Colleghi:

Bruce Gertz (Teacher, Berklee College of Music):

"Claudio, I totally enjoy your CD. The writing and playing is fresh and strong. It's expressive and the grooves are great, naturally. Congratulations!

Luigi Tessarollo: intervista su All about Jazz Italy: 10 CD preferiti

Claudio Zanghieri - Envisions (Zak Productions - 2006).

Amico bassista e artista poco celebre, stupisce nella realizzazione di questo notevole lavoro che ascolto più volte volentieri (e questo mi capita molto raramente)....

Stefan Redtenbacher (leader, Uk session bassist)

"Hey Claudio! This a long overdue email.

To your record - I have listened to your entire record quite a few times on my long journey to gigs and back and I want to congratulate you. You have a nice variety of styles and sounds/angles, fantastic players and your playing is brilliant. I'm very impressed with your sound/tone! all the best.."

Uri Caine  (pianist, NYC)

"dear Claudio, Thanks for your letter. I listened to your music and enjoyed it very much!----nice compositions and great playing. Good luck in your music!!! Thanks"

Magazines
Louis Reitz - Wieden/ 12.02.05
“…Claudio Zanghieri on electric Bass produces a big and exciting background and on occasion steps forward for melodies to produce a change in atmosphere…” 


Lauterbacher Anzeiger - 21.06.2006

“..Bassist Claudio Zanghieri has a strong hold on the vocabulary of emotions. His sound oriented compositions are of splendid color. Static and dynamic structures flow one after the other and breath into his tunes a living emotion. Meanwhile the bassist does not let his instrument dictate any technical limits and uses the bass as a rhythmic or lead instrument or as a experimental sound generator.

Through the use of loops he interacts in a polyphonic eay with himself and in spite of all this he has no fear of taking on the traditional role of the bass.”
TIFF / Kultur - 12.05.2006

"...in the meantime Zanghieri plays a singable, well grooving, 5-string bass, that he expands, sensitively all the while succint and sparse, with electronic effects..”
